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Student Training Tow Height Considerations
 
 Many factors go into most pilots decisions on how high to tow.
 
 Approximately 80% of the CISS tows are training flights involving student pilots and instructors. There 
is often a question on how high to go. To stimulate conversation and thought, consider two options on the 
extreme ends.
 

Option 1 - Take 3000 ft tows for early air work such as stalls, steep turns, boxing the wake, 
spirals, etc.. Then start taking 1000-1500 ft tows to focus on landings.
 
Option 2 - Take 3000 ft tows on all flights whether with an instructor or solo. If the primary 
objective is the landing, maybe just relax and fly around having some fun and enjoying yourself. 
Then, wake up the instructor if he is onboard, and go to work on the approach and landing.

 
 A typical 1500 ft tow and flight lasts about 10 minutes and costs approximately $27 and a 3000 tow and 
flight lasts about 20 minutes and costs approximately $40. The pilot taking high tows gets twice the flight time 
for only $13 additional.
 
 For an example consider 40 flights prior to earning a glider certificate. A pilot taking all 3000 ft tows 
will log 13 hours of flight time versus 8 hours of flight time with 80% 1500 tows.
 
 The extra 5 hours can be used to have some fun, gain experience arriving at the IP at your desired 
altitude from a variety of locations, sight see, practice maneuvers and have an opportunity to learn to locate 
thermals and do other useful things for not much more money.
 
 What do you think is the best option for you ? Do your friends at the airport agree?



Some thoughts on recommended SOARING techniques

* Many books and soaring pilots advise going downwind on your first leg away from the field on cross 
country flights .

The benefits are that you can cover more distance , even flying very conservatively  and then later in the day 
you can come back into the wind when conditions are stronger .
 
Many times it is possible to fly very efficiently into wind , especially if there are cloud markers with remarkably 
little loss in altitude. Just by flying at max L/D or a little faster in streets of lift .
 
**********
 
* Fly with big gaggles on "weak or blue" days .

Records show that this is a good way to survive and get reasonable points on difficult days in    contests .
I personally prefer to fly with just a few gliders really close in thermals rather than with many. Actually I'm 
always happy to do it on my own too .

Of course if you do choose to fly in big gaggles you need to begin with just a few gliders and "graduate "  up to 
flying with many ( sometimes that might be 10 or more ! )  
 
**********
 
* Fly Faster - the fastest pilots win contests . 
 
I've often said that if you fly a contest and get home on every task you will finish in the top half of the field , 
even in a first contest . Perhaps someone with good analytical skills could put that statement to the test . Flying 
faster comes after learning to "get home" regularly .
 
 
Let me know if you agree or not !
   ZA.
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Got an idea for a Wing Tips article?  Send it in!  Did you take a good photo at/above the field?  Show it off!  
Found an interesting soaring-related link while web-surfing?  Share it with the rest of us!  Send your 
submissions to our WingTips editor, Chris Hall at  bestbrain@aol.com.  Deadline for our October issue is 
October 6th.
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  http://www.pilotoutlook.com/glider_flying/traffic_patterns. 
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